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The Cabinet resolved " to demand reparation and redress "
and adjourned for RusseU to prepare a draft despatch, while
Palmerston reported to tlie Queen, adding that an egregious
general in the Northern army was proposing to enlist the
French as allies in the ensuing war with England by a
fantastic offer to restore French Canada to Napoleon. On
the next day they met again; and Russell's draft was
" softened and abridged," slightly to Mr. Gladstone's relief.
The draft went off to Windsor, where the Prince was far from
well. He had been ailing all that winter. An inspection
of the new buildings at Sandhurst in the pouring rain did not
assist; and he had dragged himself to Cambridge for a night,
where Bertie was increasingly restless. Back at the Castle,
he found himself recht elend ; and when the draft arrived
from Russell, he was completely out of sorts. Still hunted by
his inexorable duty, he was up and reading in the dark
winter morning under his green lamp. He read the draft
despatch for Washington. It seemed a little meagre;
and though his hand was weak and chilled, he framed an
answer for the Queen to send to Russell and took it to her
room at eight o'clock, exclaiming pitiably, " I oh bin so
schwach, ich habe kaum die Feeler halten konnen." He never
held another; for it was his last memorandum. It suggested
thoughtfully that words should be inserted expressive of a
hope that Captain Wilkes had acted without orders or had
misunderstood them, but held firmly to the point that
reparation must be made.

The Cabinet redrafted the despatch and even abated some-
thing of the Prince's firmness* There were no doubts. For
Granville, reporting on the reception of the royal amend-
ments, informed the Queen that " Lord Palmerston thought
them excellent"; and she reminded him a few weeks later
of " the observations upon the Draft to Lord Lyons, in which
Lord Palmerston so entirely concurred." Such acquiescence
on his part shows plainly that he was not set on war. For the
amended draft offered a relatively honourable wajf of escape
to the Americans; and if Palmerston really desired a war, he
was unlikely to part so lightly with his casus belli. Yet the